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As I look back at 2011, I am proud of what NJCRI has accomplished while facing 

many challenges.  We tackled all of these challenges through collaboration, fiscal 

responsibility and innovative ideas.   

 

I wish to thank all the people who have so generously given to the well-being of 

NJCRI in many different ways; especially our clients, staff, board of directors, fun-

ders and donors. It's your passion for this community and the wide variety of free 

services we provide that makes this organization a very special place. We could not 

have made it without you. 

 

I believe NJCRI is in for a great year! We have a fantastic board with several new 

members.   The Board of Directors have extensive knowledge and passion for 

NJCRI and social services as a whole that will help us grow as an organization. 

 

As we look to the future, we are currently working to create a new strategic plan 

which will drive expectations for the upcoming three years.  While there is more 

work to be done, the increase in services to our Newark community shows that we 

are moving in the right direction! 

 

A committee of NJCRI staff members have been doing the fundraising work for 

NJCRI (some grass roots silent auctions, matching gift program, annual campaign 

letters) but this is not sufficient. We need your help! Any ideas are welcome. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year, and I wish you and your families a 

wonderful holiday filled with love, health and peace. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Brian McGovern, LSW 

Executive Director 
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HIV/AIDS has not gone 

away.  Among those most aware 

are staff members at NJCRI, 

which for over 20 years has been 

providing free services for cli-

ents in Newark. (Disclosure: I 

previously served as NJCRI Ex-

ecutive Director.)   

Their needle/syringe exchange 

program serves as one portal for 

injection drug users to get added 

services. Counselor Paul Hidalgo 

says over 2,300 clients have 

come to exchange dirty needles 

(which can transmit HIV and 

Hep C) for clean ones and that 

increasingly clients are availing 

themselves of additional services 

such as drug treatment, HIV test-

ing, counseling, and the drop-in 

center. Substance Use Director 

Bob Baxter points out that in-

creasingly the large majority of 

clients at this Newark facility are 

suburban, white, under 26 years 

of age who started raiding their 

parents' medicine cabinet, moved 

to purchasing expensive oxycon-

tin, and as their financial means 

decreased began sniffing and 

then injecting less expensive her-

oin. Strangely enough some be-

lieve if they are not gay they 

can't get HIV. Those African-

American and Hispanics who 

attend the clinic are typically 40 

to 60 years of age and long-time 

users, whereas, the youth in this 

demographic group seem to have 

learned the injection dangers 

from their elders. An important bill 

in the legislature would legalize 

over the counter pharmay needle/

syringe sales. 

Danielle Bush, Manager of Coun-

seling & Testing, sent a letter to 

Mayor Booker pleading for his 

help in increasing awareness 

among Newark residents on the 

need for HIV testing in order to 

find out their status and get access 

to medical care if they are positive. 

She says, "The numbers are still 

astronomical, with newly reported 

cases particularly among seniors 

and youth." This year her depart-

ment has tested over 2,000 peo-

ple.  Bob Baxter points out the dis-

turbing increase particularly among 

young gay men of color who, as 

opposed to their injection counter-

parts, have not learned from their 

elders the ravages of HIV. 

Corey DeStefano, Treatment/

Research Director, explains there 

are more treatment options today, 

and getting people into treatment 

not only benefits them but as the 

medicine reduces their viral load it 

also reduces the likelihood of their 

transmitting HIV to others.  As 

people now live longer and take 

more medicine, resistant strains are 

developing, so her clinic is con-

ducting a clinical trial on a new 

investigational integrase inhibitor 

which might be more effective 

with multi-drug resistant patients. 

The clinic provides medical care to 

over 300 patients, but with an increas-

ing number on Medicaid or no health 

insurance. 

Executive Director Brian McGovern is 

concerned that in spite of new medi-

cines that render HIV a chronic man-

ageable illness there remains a signifi-

cant need for increased and more effec-

tive prevention programs. Also, as peo-

ple with HIV live longer, they need to 

view themselves as whole persons, 

looking past their HIV status and ac-

cessing a broader range of services. In 

the meantime, as Baxter points out, 

youth continue to feel that HIV is not a 

big deal and that if they turn positive 

they just take medicine, unaware that 

even researchers do not know the full 

effect of life-time treatment, with the 

likelihood of side effects, resistance 

and other illnesses brought on by a 

compromised immune system.   

Today the New Jersey Stop AIDS Coa-

lition is holding its annual World AIDS 

Day Event at Symphony Hall, Newark, 

from 1:00PM to 5:00PM. Speakers will 

include Mayor Wayne Smith, Irving-

ton, and Mayor Mary Sharon Robinson 

Briggs, Plainfield.  In the midst of so 

much economic difficulty the focus to-

day is on community needs and will 

include raffles for rental and PSE&G 

vouchers.     

On World AIDS Day: Troubling Trends 

 

by: Bill Orr 

Thu Dec 01, 2011 at 12:13:13 PM EST 
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All About World AIDS Day 

December 1, 2011 

6th Annual World AIDS Day Extravaganza!  

Danielle Bush did it again!  She did an amazing job coordinating World AIDS Day at Newark Symphony Hall. 

Her commitment and dedication to stopping the spread of HIV in New Jersey is unwavering and much appre-

ciated.  

 

Blacks make up only 14 percent of our population, but account for 44 percent of all new HIV infections, mak-

ing them the racial/ethnic group most affected by HIV, the virus that leads to AIDS in New Jersey, according 

to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention.  World AIDS Day, in the Unites States, is a day to draw at-

tention to the need to combat AIDS in the African-American community. 

 

NJCRI understands that on World AIDS Day, we have a long way to go to conquer this disease and the best 

place to start, in our community, is with increased awareness, health education and prevention in the black 

community. At our World AIDS Day in Newarks Symphony Hall there were over 400 individual in attendance 

from the local  communities. NJCRIôs mobile unit tested a total of 15 high-risk individuals who never tested in 

the past.  There were many prizes including 10 rental assistance vouchers and 10 PSE&G vouchers! 

 

NJCRI is very grateful for councilwoman-at-large, Mildred Crump, Mayor Wayne Smith from Irvington, and 

Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs from Plainfield. Danielle Bush states that ñMany loved the video presentation 

entitled  ñMany Women éOne Voiceò  and the PowerPoint  Memorial presentationéWe Remember!ò 

 

A big thank you goes out to everyone that participated. Your support and contributions were greatly appreci-

ated . Thank you for your team spirit and providing your services with food, education and literature about 

your programs.  



On December 1st of each year Project Renew holds its annual World AIDS Day program at Northern State 

Prison (NSP). This year, Project Renew Health Educators, Antonio Alexander and Liz Kimani, organized 

an informative and entertaining event for over 130 NSP inmates and guests.  

Project Renew clients at NSP shared their personal experiences with HIV/AIDS with the audience and pre-

sented informative and dynamic speeches and poems. They discussed the importance of World AIDS Day, 

being active participants in their treatment program, and HIV medications, myths and policy.  

 

Dr. Anita Vaughn, an infectious disease specialist with a long history of treating HIV/AIDS patients, was 

the keynote speaker. She discussed current HIV/AIDS treatments and her presentation stimulated a lively 

discussion about diverse medical treatments and therapies. Additional speakers included Annemarie Daly 

from Town Total Health Pharmacy, Stacey Kolba and Sheree Nelson, Abbot Pharmaceutical representa-

tives, and Mr. Garfield, who also shared his personal experience with HIV. The speakers encouraged the 

audience to ask questions during doctor visits and promoted the importance of medication adherence and of 

having safe sex conversations within families and communities.  

 

The Northern State Prison R&B Band and Northern State Prison Holy Innocent Choir entertained the audi-

ence with renditions of popular and spiritual songs and certificates were presented to all participants. This 

year, Antonio Alexander and Liz Kimani received certificates of appreciation from our NSP clients, an un-

expected surprise. Project Renew would like to express sincere thanks to all who participated, attended and 

supported the event. We are grateful for our clientsô participation and openness with their personal stories.  

Project RENEW World AIDS Day 
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Community Outreach 

On Saturday, November 19, 2011, NJCRI had a series of community events happening.  We had our 1st An-

nual Can Drive, NJCRIôs Project WOW Thanksgiving dinner, My Brotherôs Keeper (MBK) Thanksgiving din-

ner, and the implementation of the Street Smart intervention.  A special thanks to Lourdes Lazu from NJRE-

ACT, Keith Williams from ACCESS and the WOW/MBK staff (Lamar Hicks, Dineane Robinson, Kyshief 

DeGraffenreid, Aunsha Hall, and Dorinda Coleman ).  It was great to see everyone working well together and 

having fun while doing it.  It was an amazing day to be here! 

NJCRI acknowledges the following biking clubs for their participation in the can drive: 

4U2NV 

Bounce Squad 

Autobon Ryders 

Extremely Dangerous 

Clutch and Curves 

Jersey Hardbacks 

Speed Assassins 

Seeking  Cures For Tomorrow  

Providing Support For Today! 

Community First  
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On Thursday, November 17th, dozens of people arrived at 

NJCRI to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday and spend 

several hours with friends. NJCRIôs Client Thanksgiving 

Day Dinner was an overwhelming success with people 

enjoying dinner.  Generous food donations were provided 

by Bristol Myers, Abbott, Merck, Mel Montalvo 

(MyITprovider), Corey DeStefano, Dr. Poblete, Jansen 

Pharmaceuticals.  Kim Worrell, Grace Smith, Darceil 

Johnson, Viesha Morales, and AnnMarie Daly (Town To-

tal) . 

NJCRI Thanksgiving Celebration 

Volume 3, Issue 1 Volume 4, Issue 1 

Our Client Holiday Dinner on December 15th also drew a crowd. Mel Montalvo (myITprovider), Joe Rothen-

berg and Vito DiTuri (Town Total)  donated food for the party. Ann Sheridan, Kim Worrell, AnnMarie (Town 

Total) and Jansen Pharmaceuticals staff helped serve the meal. 

NJCRI Clients Holiday Celebrations!! 
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Meet Our Newest Volunteers! 

NJCRI is happy to collaborate with the Sadie Nash Leadership 

Project in their Community Action Placement (CAP) program. 

CAP is a career and job skill development service learning pro-

gram that enables high school interns to gain job development 

skills by working at community based organizations during the 

academic year.  

We are happy to welcome Chasity Kingsberry from Bloomfield 

Tech High School and Milagros Cucuta from Big Picture Iron-

bound High School.  Chasity has been working with our 

NJCRIôs Project WOW! program which is our youth drop-in 

center and    Milagros has been working with NJCRIôs Project 

CHETA, our staff development program.  

Thank you ladies and welcome to our NJCRI family. 

Milagros Cucuta 
Big Picture  

Ironbound High School 

Chasity Kingsberry 
Bloomfield Tech  

High School 

NJCRI Project CHETA 
CHETA provides free technical assistance, including training 

and mentoring, to small and medium sized community-based 

organizations (CBOs).  CHETA specifically focuses on the or-

ganizational development and infrastructure needs of CBOs.  

 

NJCRIôs Project CHETA has several trainings scheduled for 

year 2012. 

 

Critical Competency 

Quality Care for At-Risk Sexual and Gender Minorities 

Training  

Patient's Confidentiality and Record Management Train-

ing    

 

To register, please visit us at www.njcri.org and click on 

ñCalendar.ò 

Funded by the Department of Health and Human Services, 

Office of Minority and Multicultural Health
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Clientõs Corner 

NJCRI has been and is an access for me because of all the pro-

grams and groups Iôm able to participate in. Vernon and Keith 

are very helpful with information and referral assistance.  Ms. 

Grace , Ms. Candy and Missy health referrals, drug counceling 

and women groups are the truth as far as women health is con-

cern.  Safety count program and educational workshops have 

served as a plus of education for everyday living and under-

standing.   

Thank you NJCRI 

Client 

Seeking  Cures For Tomorrow  

Providing Support For Today! 
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Who we areé 

As the nation continues to be in a period of economic uncertainty, many of the 50 million Americans living 

near or below the poverty line are more vulnerable than at any time in recent years. Yet, the help they need to 

get a job, locate housing, access health care or provide for their children is less and less likely to be found in 

their neighborhoods, as agencies such as NJCRI that serves the poor face potential financial problems.  Loca-

tion is important because, contrary to popular impressions, most assistance to low-income families comes in 

the form of social services, which support work activity and promote greater well-being among the poor, and 

not cash payments. 

 

Even with all the financial constrains that our agency has gone through in the past few years and the additional 

work we have placed on our staff, it is amazing to see such a committed group of people. Every single one of 

them is compassionate, loving, caring and they do not mind going the extra mile for their clients.  I am very 

proud to consider them my second family. 

 

NJCRIôs motto is ñSeeking Cures for Tomorrow, Providing Support for Todayò and I can truly say, for 

what I have witness, that NJCRIôs staff lives by it.  Our staff is always thinking outside of the box to see how 

best we can service our community.   

 

During 2011 we have had health fairs, food drives, we get cloths donated to give to our clients, the number of 

visitors to our homeless substance users drop-in center has increase, we continue providing excellent trainings 

to the staff of other community based organizations and faith based organizations through our CHETA pro-

gram. NJCRI conducts state-wide HIV clinical trials, and provide HIV treatment, care and prevention services. 

We provide behavioral research, chronic illness management education, street outreach, substance abuse treat-

ment, transportation, food pantry, syringe exchange, and two drop-in centers for persons who are LGBTIQ. 

 

Our community needs NJCRI which supports work activity and promote greater well-being among the poor. 

NJCRI is truly a place I love to come to every morning and when I donôt, it is definitely a place I miss.   

 

I am looking forward to a fullfilling 2012 year with my second family. 

 

By:  Aura C. Caicedo 

 Program Manager 


