
The North Jersey Community Research Initiative (NJCRI) is New Jerseyôs largest and most 

comprehensive HIV/AIDS community-based organization.   

 

Our mission is ñto help people with HIV/AIDS and those at risk for HIV/AIDS.ò  We con-

duct state-wide HIV clinical trials, and HIV treatment, care and prevention services in the 

Greater Newark Area.  Populations we serve include youth and adults, men and women, men 

who have sex with men, people who acquire or who are at risk for HIV through injection 

drug use, and others.   

 

NJCRI also seeks to address the concerns and disparities of access to health care faced by 

minority populations.  Some of the non-HIV related services we offer include behavioral 

research, chronic illness management education, street outreach, substance abuse treatment, 

transportation, food pantry, and technical assistance to other community-based organiza-

tions.  Approximately 5,000 people avail themselves of our free and confidential services 

each year. 
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The New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, Office of Minority and Multicultural 

Health (NJDHSS, OMMH) and the Rutgers Center for State Health Policy held the NJDHSS Commis-

sionerôs Health Disparities Symposium on Monday, September 21, 2009 at the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation in Princeton. The annual event brings stakeholders together to develop strategies to combat 

racial and ethnic health disparities. 

 

The event, hosted by NJDHSS Health Commissioner, Heather Howard, featured a keynote presenta-

tion by Dr. Lauren Smith, Medical Director of the Massachusetts State Department of Health.  

 

NJCRI and five other grantees were honored by the Com-

missioner for demonstrating best practices for eliminating 

health disparities within their communities. Danielle 

Bush, Program Manager of the Counseling and Testing 

Unit, spoke as part of the Program Best Practices panel. 

She and Brian McGovern, Executive Director, accepted 

the award on behalf of NJCRI. 

 

- Caroline E.S. Harris 

 Assistant Project Manager 

  

NJCRI Is Honored by Heather Howard,  

NJDHSS Commissioner 

Source: State of New Jersey, Department of 

Health and Senior Services 
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Donate Over the Phone 

(973) 483-3444 x 191 

 

Donate on our Website 

 www.njcri.org 

 

Donate By Mail 

Send Us A Check 

NJCRI 

393 Central Avenue 

Newark, NJ 07103 

Project Access - NJCRIõs Syringe Exchange Program (SEP) 

 
Project Access is NJCRIôs ground breaking SEP located in our building at 393 Central 

Avenue in Newark.  The program opened on February 19, 2008 after approval from the 

City of Newark.   

 

NJCRI took on the challenge, securing of funding and opening the exchange, working 

together with a steering committee that includes the police department and a variety of 

other partners.  These partners look for ways to educate the community to make sure 

this becomes another public health service and is received positively in the community. 

 

So far the results are amazing. As of December 2009 NJCRIôs Project Access has en-

rolled over 900 clients. It is working in our community, and it has enrolled over 250 

clients in drug treatment.  We have seen these amazing results in part because good 

work was done in conducting community education with the faith based community, the 

police department, and others to make sure that it is accepted in the community.  Every-

one has really worked out a great system where it does not compromise their work and 

it does not compromise the people that want to be part of this program.  It is because of 

good and effective partnerships that this has been a very successful initiative.  

 

NJCRIôs Project Access is authorized by the State of New Jersey and the City of New-

ark to distribute sterile syringes to injection drug users and to accept used needles for 

proper disposal.  The program is anonymous and participants are provided with a card 

identifying them as a participant allowing them to legally possess syringes. 

 

Presently Project Access is open for 18 hours weekly (Monday and Tuesday 1-4 p.m. 

and Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. ï 2 p.m.). The program is funded through 

grants from private foundations. No federal, state or local government funds are used for 

this project.  

 

For further information contact Bob Baxter at (973) 483-3444 x 132. 

 
- Aura C. Caicedo 

Manager (Projects PICH & CHETA) 

Alarick Gunter, Project Access Worker 
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Chronic Disease Self Management Program (CDSMP) 

ñLive Healthy, Live Happy! 
- Nimaako Brown 

Assistant Project Manager 

 

The New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, 

Office of Minority and Multicultural Health (NJDHSS, 

OMMH) awarded NJCRI additional funds to continue the 

Chronic Disease Self-Management Program (CDSMP). The 

program consists of workshops and peer leader trainings that 

teach self-management skills for people or caregivers of peo-

ple with chronic conditions such as asthma, cancer, HIV/

AIDS, cardiovascular disease, and diabetes. NJCRI, as well 

as other NJ community-and faith-based organizations, was 

chosen for their demonstrated expertise and experience in 

serving racial/ethnic minority populations.   

  

On September 18, 2009, NJCRI and other OMMH grantees, 

were recognized by Health Commissioner Heather Howard 

and OMMH Executive Director 

Linda Holmes for the outstanding 

work done in addressing health disparities and community health education. Nimaako 

Brown, Assistant Project Manager, spoke on a grantee panel about the success and chal-

lenges of implementing the CDSMP at NJCRI.  

 

 For more information on upcoming workshops, call (973) 483-3444 x 184.  

Neighborhood Family Care! 

393 Central Avenue, Newark, NJ 07103  

The Neighborhood Family Care at NJCRI delivers high quality, convenient care for many com-

mon medical ailments and minor injuries, including vaccinations and physical examinations for 

adults and school age children. Walk-Ins are welcome and fees are competitive and affordable, 

with cash and credit cards accepted as payment. The practice, staffed by Brian Blitz, PA-C, 

serves the medical needs of the community by offering treatment options at convenient hours 

and reduced waiting time, thereby improving access to urgent medical care.  H1N1 Swine-flue 

and seasonal influenza vaccines are available.   

 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

 

MondayðFriday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 

Saturdayï Sunday 

CLOSED 

 

For more information call   

(973) 849-0115  

 
www.neighborhoodfamilycare.net 

 

òNeighborhood Family Care is offering $10.00  

discount on your first medical visitó 

http://www.neighborhoodfamilycare.net
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Community Health Expansion Technical Assistance  (CHETA) 

- Aura C. Caicedo 

Manager (Projects PICH & CHETA) 

 

NJCRIôs Project CHETA was established to build capacity of local community based organi-

zations (CBOs) in the Greater Newark area, which includes Newark, Irvington, and East Orange, 

NJ.  Project CHETA focuses on small indigenous CBOôs that are primarily minority serving 

agencies devoted to eliminating health disparities.  Project CHETA offers a comprehensive 

Technical Assistance (TA) service package for agencies organizational development, conducts 

monthly workshops, and an annual substance abuse conference.  Project partners and consultants 

are working closely with CBOs to develop their capacity to apply for, compete for, and effec-

tively manage government contracts to provide services to individuals and families with the 

most pressing needs, such as substance users, people with mental health diagnoses and HIV/

AIDS in the Greater Newark area.   

 

From MarchðDecember 2009, NJCRIôs Project CHETA successfully facilitated a ½-Day Suboxone training on March 25th 

provided by Dr. Diakolios; a full-day Quality Management training on May 19th provided by Brenda Christian, Director of 

the Division of AIDS Education at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey; a full-day Social Networking 

training on June 18th provided by Geri Summers, Program Coordinator at Rutgers University; a full-day on Effective Self-

Help Groups & Fine-Tuning Your Group Facilitation Skills  on June 25th by NJ Self-Help Group Clearinghouse; a 2-hour 

training on July 9th on CPR Anytime lifesaving skills provided by the American Heart Association; a full-day training on 

Strategic Planning on July 21st provided by Magalys Valera, M.C.R.P., L.Ac, CA; a full-day Substance Abuse Conference 

on August 13th, a full-day Curriculum Development training on September 24th  provided by Jacqueline Rubino, MPH, 

CHES, a full-day Communication Skills training on October 8th provided by Rosie Horner, MPH; a full-day Strategic 

Planning Training  on October 28th provided by Magalys Valera, M.C.R.P., L.Ac, CA; CPR Anytime lifesaving skills (in 

Spanish) on November 11th facilitated by Nimaako Brown and Aura Caicedo; and a Community Outreach training on De-

cember 3rd provided by Keith Williams and Bob Baxter.  We have successfully provided 12 trainings to 379 participants on 

various topics and the numbers are increasing as NJCRI Project CHETAôs work becomes known in the Greater Newark CBO 

and Faith Based Organization community.  

 

For information on upcoming trainings, please visit us at www.njcri.org and click on ñCalendar of Events.ò  You can also call 

Aura C. Caicedo, Project Manager, at (973) 483-3444 x 204. 

 
NJCRIôs Project CHETA is funded by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority and Multicultural Health. 

 

Testimonial 
NJCRIôs Project CHETA Curriculum Development Training 

On September 24, 2009, if Mr. Rogers had been around, he might have sang: Itôs a beautiful day in the neighborhood, a beautiful 

day for training, would you be mine? Could you be mine? Well, Mr. Rogers isnôt around anymore to impress the neighborhood. I 

must express that NJCRI has made and is still making quite a good impression on the neighborhood. I had the distinct pleasure of 

attending the September 24, 2009 FREE training hosted by NJCRIôs Project CHETA on curriculum development.  

 

Okay, curriculum development, I know some folks out there in the field can do this with a blink of the eye or maybe their eyes 

closed. Well, not me, I needed help.  I have facilitated trainings but never had such in depth instruction about the creation of train-

ings or curriculum. NJCRIôs Project CHETA curriculum development training was thorough. My fellow participants ranged in 

years of experience in their perspective fields. The facilitator, Jacqueline Rubino, was enthusiastic, professional and most of all 

very knowledgeable.  I am appreciative for the great resources we received from the training. I would recommend this training for 

its valuable and usable content. 
 

Jeanette M. Grimes, Community Organizer 

Friends of Addiction Recovery-New Jersey 

jgrimes@ncaddnj.org / foar@ncaddnj.org 

609 477 7012 or 888 872 3979 cell 609 273 2404  

What a great success!! 



NJCRI 1st Annual Meet & Greet Fundraiser 

nies Lisa Mateo, PIX11 Morning 

News Features Reporter. 

 

Honorees included Laurence E. 

Ganges, Assistant Commissioner of 

the New Jersey Department of Health 

and Senior Services, Division of HIV/

AIDS Services; Roseanne Scotti, Di-

rector of the Drug Policy Alliance of 

New Jersey; Ann Dey, Program De-

velopment Administrator of the HIV 

Prevention Community Planning Sup-

port & Development Initiative at Rut-

gers University; Sergeant Jerry 

Calabrese of the Newark Police De-

partment, Communications Division; 

and a former NJCRI client.  

 

If you could not make it to NJCRIôs 1st 

Annual Meet and Greet Fundraiser on 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 you 

missed out on an amazing event.  

 

The evening affair, held at Aljira: A 

Center for Contemporary Art located 

on 591 Broad Street in Newark, New 

Jersey featured live music by a classi-

cal quartet, plenty of food and drinks, 

a 50/50 raffle, silent auction, and pres-

entation of awards to supporters of 

NJCRI.  

 

Welcoming remarks were given by the 

North Jersey Community Research 

Initiativeôs Executive Director, Brian 

McGovern and Mistress of Ceremo-
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Over 90 guests from the Greater New-

ark area attended and through gener-

ous support, NJCRI raised over 

$12,500! As the largest HIV/AIDS 

community based organization in New 

Jersey, NJCRI works diligently to 

fulfill our mission by providing ser-

vices that help people living with HIV/

AIDS and those at risk. These dona-

tions will help us continue to provide 

services for our clients and expand on 

those that we currently offer. 

 

 
- Caroline E.S. Harris 

Assistant Program Manager 

NJCRIõs Fundraiser Planning  Committee 

From Left: Aunsha Hall, Brian McGovern, Nimaako Brown, 

Caroline E.S. Harris, Ralston Blair, Kim Worrell. 

What a great success!! 


